
W
hats on? 

W
hat 

W
hen 

W
here 

C
ontact 

 
 

 

P
ost O

ffice  
Tuesday 2.00-
4.00pm

 
M

oon Inn 
0345 6112970 

 
 

 

B
ingo 

27
th O

ctober 
7.00pm

 
Fow

nhope VH
 

01432 860065 
 

 
 

B
ig B

reakfast 
27

th O
ctober 

10.00am
 

W
oolhope VH

 
07789 598715 

 
 

 

The D
arkest 

H
our (film

) 
2

nd N
ovem

ber 
7.30pm

 
Fow

nhope VH
 

01432 860065 
 

 
 

W
ine tasting &

 
quiz 

10
th N

ovem
ber 

7.30pm
 

B
artestree VH

 
01432 851231 

 
 

 

Journey’s End 
(film

) 
10

th N
ovem

ber 
7.30pm

 
Fow

nhope VH
 

01432 860065 
 

 
 

S
tories from

 the 
H

op yards (film
) 

17
th N

ovem
ber  

7.30pm
 

Tarrington VH
 

01432 890720 
 

 
 

C
heckley 

C
hurch D

ev. 
G

roup 

21
st N

ovem
ber 

S
t N

icholas 
church, C

heckley 
G

reg Brunt 
 

 
 

P
C

 M
eeting 

21
st N

ovem
ber 

7.30pm
 

P
riors From

e 
C

hapel 
P

arish C
lerk 

 
 

 

H
istory G

roup 
talk – M

edieval 
M

ills of 
M

ordiford 

23
rd N

ovem
ber 

S
t N

icholas 
church, C

heckley 
G

reg Brunt 
 

 
 

Festive Fun 
30

th N
ovem

ber 
M

ordiford School 
01432 870258 

 
 

 
Finding your 
feet (film

) 
16

th D
ecem

ber 
7.30pm

 
Tarrington VH

 
01432 890720 

 
 

 

P
C

 M
eeting 

16
th January 

7.30pm
 

P
riors From

e 
C

hapel 
P

arish C
lerk 

 
 

 

P
oppy’s Vintage 

Tea R
oom

 
Last Friday of 
the m

onth 
Field Farm

 C
are 

H
om

e, H
am

pton 
B

ishop 

01432 850480 
 

 
 

 
C

ontact the P
arish C

ouncil C
lerk on 

clerk@
dorm

ingtonm
ordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk or 07777 669 662 

 

If you w
ould like to receive this new

sletter via em
ail please 

provide your details to the P
arish C

lerk. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The D
ragon 

The A
utum

n E
dition of the new

sletter  
from

 your local G
roup P

arish C
ouncil 

 
W

elcom
e to the A

utum
n E

dition of the new
sletter from

 the P
arish 

C
ouncil. W

e are pleased to include articles from
 various parts of our 

com
m

unity – if you w
ould like to contribute to the next edition 

please get in touch w
ith the P

arish C
lerk. The P

arish C
ouncil 

discusses a range of local issues, here is a sum
m

ary of just a 
couple – if you w

ant to find out m
ore please com

e along to the 
m

onthly m
eeting or take a look at our w

ebsite for the agenda and 
m

inutes. 

N
ot only fam

ous for the legend of the dragon, M
ordiford is also 

know
n for its congestion problem

s around the school – after m
any 

m
any years of discussion betw

een the school, H
erefordshire 

C
ouncil and P

arish C
ouncil, progress is being m

ade on proposals 
for traffic calm

ing. Last m
onth Balfour B

eatty consulted the P
arish 

C
ouncil on proposals for reducing and extending the speed lim

its in 
the village. In addition to this, the Parish C

ouncil w
ishes to install 

picket gates at the village entry points, w
ith the aim

 of reducing 
vehicle speed. W

hite lines w
ere recently painted near the school to 

create passing points to aid traffic flow
 during drop off and pick up 

tim
es – the school have been rem

inding parents of the need to park 
considerately. These developm

ents, together w
ith other planned 

im
provem

ents, should ensure our children rem
ain safe, w

hile traffic 
flow

s sm
oothly.    

The P
arish C

ouncil has also been busy developing a new
 w

ebsite 
and Facebook page to im

prove our com
m

unication – a huge thank 
you to B

rian D
ukes, w

ho w
as the w

ebm
aster for m

any years – 
w

ithout Brian w
e w

ouldn’t have had a w
ebsite at all. In line w

ith 
G

D
P

R
 changes, the new

 w
ebsite w

ill now
 be m

anaged by C
llr C

raig 
P

reedy – please take a look and let us know
 w

hat inform
ation you 

w
ould find useful. w

w
w

.dorm
ingtonm

ordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk  



M
eet the P

arish C
ouncil 

The P
arish C

ouncil has 7 m
em

bers from
 M

ordiford and 2 m
em

bers from
 

D
orm

ington. W
e have one vacancy currently, please contact the P

arish 
C

lerk to find out m
ore inform

ation or com
e along to a m

eeting. 

P
arish C

ouncillor, John Litchfield 

This is m
y 12th year serving on the P

arish C
ouncil, having been co-opted 

w
hen B

arry D
urkin w

as chairm
an.  A

t that tim
e the P

arish P
aths initiative 

w
as being offered to enable P

arish C
ouncils to m

anage an annual budget 
specifically for the m

aintenance and im
provem

ent of their rights of 
w

ay.  This really appealed to m
e w

ith 
m

y local know
ledge and love of 

exploring the countryside, so I 
volunteered to take on this role and 
have been doing it ever since.   

W
e have som

ething in the region of 
27km

 of footpaths and bridlew
ays 

w
hich have to be w

alked at least tw
ice 

a year, and the program
m

e of w
ork 

undertakes to keep the routes clear of 
bram

bles, nettles and hedge grow
th etc.   

 W
e are lucky to have received sufficient budget over the years to im

prove 
access to the countryside by the rem

oval of som
e forty stiles and 

replacing them
 w

ith self closing gates, w
ith the landow

ner's perm
ission. 

I am
 fortunate to have had the support and co-operation of our m

ajor 
landow

ners and estate m
anagers to enable this w

ork to progress.  I also 
oversee the m

aintenance of the tw
o picnic and view

point sites, S
w

ardon 
Q

uarry and C
heckley B

arn. R
ights of W

ay can be lost under plant grow
th 

in a very short space of tim
e, so this is on going w

ork and hopefully m
any 

of you have benefitted from
 this.  

 
 

C
heckley new

s 

The C
heckley S

ocial &
 A

m
enities C

om
m

ittee (C
S

A
C

) w
orking w

ith the 
W

oolhope P
C

 have agreed a revised proposed plan to provide facilities at 
the S

t N
icolas C

hurch so it can be used for m
ore com

m
unity uses. 

 The next stage is to seek funds to apply for planning perm
ission w

hich 
has begun. S

everal Fund raising events are planned and notice w
ill be 

issued near the tim
e. 

 The C
S

A
C

 have also started a 
local H

istory group and had a 
very interesting talk on M

aps 
by P

hillip E
les the next talk w

ill 
be by A

ndy Tatchell on 
N

ovem
ber the 23rd at 7 

o’clock, 'M
edieval M

ills of 
M

ordiford Parish".       
 G

reg B
runt and B

ob H
all. 

   W
ho uses the P

ost O
ffice? 

D
id you know

 that each Tuesday betw
een 2.00 and 4.00pm

 there is a 
P

ost O
ffice service in the M

oon Inn?  N
ot m

any people are using this 
service – so if it isn’t used sadly it w

ill be w
ithdraw

n. 

 Phone: 
0345 6112970  

 
 

 
 



 
 

    
    

 

P
utting M

ordiford on the M
ap 

S
tories of a D

ragon w
hich terrorised villagers have been part of 

M
ordiford’s folklore since at least the 19th century. A

 picture of a 12 
foot long green dragon w

ith red m
outh and tongue w

as depicted on the 
outside of the tow

er of H
oly R

ood C
hurch.  

This autum
n, the children and staff at M

ordiford S
chool are em

barking 
on an exciting A

rts P
roject funded prim

arily by M
eadow

A
rts, a M

idlands 
based arts organisation established to prom

ote contem
porary art in the 

com
m

unity.  

 

M
ordiford W

alking G
roup 

O
nce a m

onth, often on a Tuesday, a group m
eet to explore the local 

countryside. A
nyone is invited to join – please contact John Litchfield 

(rectorybarn@
yahoo.co.uk) for details. 

Thank you B
rian for these photos, and a snippet from

 his observations on 
the July w

alk. 

“The river w
as perfectly lovely. It w

as flow
ing very gently and w

e had the 
spectacle of 37 sw

ans all leisurely floating in quite a sm
all length of the 

river. A
 short distance aw

ay w
e found a flock of C

anadian G
eese equally 

at ease w
ith the surroundings”. 

P
arish occupations 1837 

R
esearching M

ordiford P
arish at the H

ereford R
ecords O

ffice, I cam
e 

across a list of residents and their occupations for the year 1837. H
ere are 

a few
 of interest... 

W
illiam

 S
aunders w

as a cordw
ainer w

ith a shop. A
 cordw

ainer m
akes 

shoes unlike a cobbler w
ho repairs them

.  H
e w

as also the keeper of 
M

ordiford P
ike (toll road).  C

harles K
ings w

as a W
heelw

right and the 
oddest but logical for a farm

ing com
m

unity w
as W

illiam
 C

orbet, the cow
 

doctor. Finally, m
any people produced their ow

n cider but tw
o residents ran 

drinking houses.   R
ay D

ickson. 

The M
oon Inn w

ould like to display old photos of the parish – if you have 
any photos of village life that w

ould like to share please get in touch w
ith 

A
lan at the M

oon Inn. 



D
orm

ington C
hurch Im

provem
ent P

roject 
 The C

hurchw
ardens and P

C
C

 are delighted to be able to inform
 readers 

that w
ork on building the external toilet w

ill start m
id-O

ctober and should 
take approxim

ately 8 w
eeks to com

plete, so w
e hope that the 

construction phase w
ill be over by C

hristm
as. W

e w
ill be connecting the 

w
ater supply and drainage to the services in the track running betw

een 
the church and D

orm
ington C

ourt, but the contractors (H
enhope 

C
onstruction) w

ill do all they can to m
inim

ise any disruption and keep 
people inform

ed. In order to m
inim

ise costs, w
e w

ill be decorating and 
tiling the toilet ourselves, so please let N

ick, H
eather or B

ridget know
 if 

you w
ould be w

illing to assist w
ith this.  

 A
lso, w

e still have a (relatively) sm
all funding gap w

hich m
ay have to be 

filled by som
e short-term

 loans. If you w
ould like to contribute to helping 

us m
eet the final bill, any donation, how

ever sm
all, w

ould be m
uch 

appreciated. Thanks for your support. 
 A

llotm
ents at S

hepherds O
rchard 

W
e only have 1 sm

all plot left – it w
ould be great if som

eone w
as 

interested in taking this on. W
e also have tw

o rather large, sloping plots, 
w

hich aren’t very attractive as allotm
ents. If anyone has experience of 

creating w
ildflow

er m
eadow

s or has ideas of w
hat w

e could do w
ith 

these tw
o larger plots, please let us know

. 

D
o you have a local business? 

W
e are thinking of offering local businesses advertising space w

ithin 
this new

sletter – if you are interested please contact M
el P

reedy 
(m

elpreedy@
hotm

ail.co.uk)  

W
e w

ould also w
elcom

e subm
issions from

 residents for the W
inter 

edition – your new
s, stories or events, by the 28

th January. 

W
atch out for dog fouling signs soon to be erected in particular 

troublesom
e places – the P

C
 is supporting H

erefordshire C
ouncil’s D

og 
P

oo cam
paign ‘B

ag it and B
in it’ or in rural areas flick w

ith a stick. 

 
 

N
ew

s from
 M

ordiford C
E

 P
rim

ary S
chool 

O
ur new

 academ
ic year has got off to a flying start; w

e have w
elcom

ed 
17 new

 children into our R
eception C

lass and have 158 children on roll. 
Y

ear 6 have just returned from
 a w

eek-long residential to PG
L in the 

B
recon B

eacons. They had a w
onderful tim

e bonding as a class, taking 
risks and learning new

s kills such as abseiling, kayaking and archery.  

O
ur Y

ear 3 children 
have been having 
regular sessions at our 
Forest S

chool site in 
the local w

oodland. 
H

ere they learn to use 
tools safely and to 
w

ork together in the 
outdoor environm

ent. 
Later in the term

 the 
w

oodland w
ill be the 

inspiration for a project 
w

ith artist in residence 
Fliss O

’N
eill w

ho w
ill 

use the M
ordiford 

D
ragon m

yth as the starting point for an art installation w
ith the children.  

W
e w

ill celebrate the harvest w
ith a traditional H

arvest Festival in H
oly 

R
ood C

hurch on 11th O
ctober, w

hich is being led by our K
ey S

tage 
Tw

o pupils. In N
ovem

ber w
e are taking 10 of our oldest children to our 

link school in Toledo near M
adrid. The children and teachers w

ill attend 
the school, w

hich has an im
pressive reputation for teaching E

nglish. 
The children w

ill stay w
ith host fam

ilies and get to experience the 
S

panish w
ay of life. 

W
e are holding an O

pen M
orning at 9.30am

 on Thursday 8th 
N

ovem
ber for fam

ilies w
ho are interested in places for our S

eptem
ber 

2019 R
eception C

lass , please com
e along and join us if you w

ill have a 
school age child 

K
erri Finney - H

ead Teacher 

 
 


