The Dragon

Welcome to the April 2022 Parish Council (PC) newsletter

The aim of this newsletter is to share the work of the PC and to invite you to
give us feedback on our activities or suggest improvements to the local area.
You can do this by approaching any individual Councillor, messaging us on
Facebook, or emailing/phoning our Clerk, Clare Preece.

Clare is doing a sterling job of getting to grips with our many projects, and
studying for her CILCA exams — she also sings in a choir, and is a busy lady.
We are very pleased to have her working with us.

We have two vacancies for councillors in Mordiford Parish — please contact
Clare for information on what being a councillor means and for information
on how to express an interest: clerk@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk
We thought you might like a summary of just some of the enjoyable and es-
sential projects we are involved with:

Checkley Common — working with the landowner and stakeholders on biodi-
versity enhancement and conservation.

Neighbourhood Development Plan — we will be seeking your views and you
will soon see a Call for Sites being advertised. You are welcome to attend
NDP Steering Group meetings, advertised on the PC website and on Face-
book.

Jubilee Queens Green Canopy — providing rare but local trees and a com-
memorative slate plaque for each of the local community hubs.

Queens Jubilee — working with the school to mark the occasion, and hopeful-
ly having a Beacon at Swardon Quarry.

Maltings Green, Dormington, adopting it from Hereford Council, helping res-
idents to refresh the green and the children’s play area

Checkley and Dormington: Easter Egg hunt and races

Lengths Man Scheme and Drainage Grant keeping our minor roads safe

The upkeep of our beautiful Public Rights of Way, and the launch of a new
and exciting Mordiford Dragon Trail!

B4224 Safer Road Working Group

Keep updated with news, local events and comments on our FB page and our web-
site https://dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk/ or QR codes above
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Focus on footpaths

The new season of work has begun on
our footpaths and Public Rights of Way
(PROW). We had a lot of fallen trees dur-
ing the recent storms which blocked and
sometimes damaged the paths. We have
contacted landowners so that they can
undertake the work — and in some in-
stances we have done the work our-
selves.

As you know, most of your parish coun-
cillors work full-time and

must fit the unpaid PC work

around their day jobs. So it's

helpful when you report fall-

en trees and other footpath

problems to us.

Here's a selection of images

showing some of the damage our
Footpath Officer has dealt with. This
is a rotten post on MF 12. Fencing

material prices have
doubled, and increases
continue.

Above—on FB 4 by
Mangerdine, belonging
to Forestry England.
By the time this has
gone to press, hopeful-
ly this will have been
removed.

Right- Before and after
shots of the bridle path
on MF6, which is now
safe for horse riders to
use again.

So you can see why its
important to have a
good relationship with
landowners who are
legally responsible for
keeping PROW clear
(or giving us permis-
sion to do so on their
behalf).
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REPORTING PROBLEMS TO HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

We occasionally receive reports of fly tipping, potholes, fallen trees,
dog poo, abandoned vehicles or other problems.

To report a problem if you have a smart phone, open the camera
app, and hold the camera in front of the square images below.

Smart Phones recognise QR Codes, so you
should get a screen message with a web page
on it; tap it and the relevant web page should
open where you can complete the on-line report-
ing form.

This QR code is for reporting road-related prob-
lems - try it and see what happens:

If not, here are the web links, and phone numbers to report it directly:
Report an urgent Road Problem (24/7): 01432 261800

ethelpline@herefordshire-gov.uk

Focus on environmental matters

The news during the second week of March
2022 is of record-breaking temperature in-
creases at both Poles of 30°C and 40°C, unim-
aginable for the animals that live there, and
causing sea ice to melt rapidly. We are pre-
paring for more extreme weather events, and
trying to reduce our impact on carbon levels
and carbon particulates. The use of fossil
fuels and their associated carbon emissions
help to heat up the world, whilst particulates
help to speed up melting of the ice caps and
glaciers.

Parish Councils have been asked to set up emergency plans for extreme
weather events such as flooding, heavy snow, heat waves etc which may
include establishing a series of local Community Hubs, with food, heat, light,
toilets, and a place for people to sleep. There will be more information on
this over the coming months

For information on how to reduce one’s carbon footprint, assistance on
insulation and reducing the costs of heating and lighting, please go to:

https://

zerocarbon.herefordshire.gov.uk/

media/1203/new-year-new-you-

new-greener-footprint-guide.pdf

For Gardeners, already green fingered, there’s
more information here on how to sequester car-
bon and reduce it as well!

You could also make a pledge as #a
part of the Greener Footprints &

Campaign.
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Join us for the Jubilee Beacon at Swardon
Quarry

We are supporting and helping to run the Queens Jubi-
lee Beacon being held on Thursday 2nd June, at
Swardon Quarry. This is roughly in the centre of the
map, with a small red arrow showing its location.
Google Maps reference: https://goo.gl/maps/

cVzZ4Kdboliwbtue8

There is only very limited parking at the Quarry so we would ask you to walk
up to the site if possible. Unfortunately the site is not fully accessible.

At the last Jubilee, those of you who
attended will remember it had rained
heavily and it took Cutter quite a while
to get the beacon lit. We are also co-
ordinating with Holy Rood Church,
Mordiford and a mini-Sufton Fete will
temporarily relocate to the field next
to the Beacon. The event will open at
5.30 pm, with all proceeds going to
the Church.

Beacon lighting 9.45 pm—
simultaneously with other UK bea-
cons. We are hoping there will be a
Burger Van, but also that you will
bring your own picnic and perhaps
make a Jubilee Beacon Pie.

There will be electric car rides availa-
ble, thanks to Wye Drive (donations of
a £2 or more to the church), and
raffles at £2 ticket with fabulous prizes
(food, nights out for couples, and a 2
hour EV driving experience)

There are two benches—so bring a
blanket to sit on and wrap up warm!
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The Maltings

Those of you who keep up with our minutes, will know the
Parish Council is in the process of trying to take over a
green space in Dormington from Hereford Council, so that
it can maintain it properly. The PC already maintains
green spaces in Mordiford, and we are also working at
Checkley Common with plans for pond restoration.

The green and the small play area in the Maltings got badly neglected over the years,
and some of the shrubs and trees got badly overgrown, to the point where they
were unsafe, and also prohibited safe parking.

Residents took the initiative and applied for a Community Green Spaces grant to
make improvements for the tiny community who live

there, and its already looking lovely with bulbs coming up

everywhere.

For health and safety reasons, we have arranged for the
flooring in the play area to be replaced—but currently the
play area looks like this, but if all goes well the new floor-
ing will be installed on 9th April.

Checkley Common - a very special place

The Parish Council is working with the landowner, with expert guidance from ecol-
ogists, to conserve and enhance the Checkley Common and its biodiversity, and its
specimen trees, under an initial ten year management plan. This will result in
works such as limited tree felling and pollarding, which would aid pond restoration,
and improve habitats for insects, reptiles and mammals etc.

Rotational cropping and cuttings collection, in addition to continuing the existing
light grazing are essen-

tial for the health of the

Common to conserve

the ancient wildflower

grassland.

Replanting specific are-
as with locally sourced
grassland seed, and
black poplar is being
considered.

As works are planned,

residents will be updat-

ed with information

notices. Similar restora-

tion and conservation is

also being undertaken at Broadmoor Common, giving us
further opportunities to learn about biodiversity and why
common land is so important in the UK.

Clir Mike Jones and one of the specimen Oak trees
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NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN—NDP

You may remember that we re-launched the NDP in December last year,
and appointed a Planning Consultant, applied for grants to fund the pro-
cess?

The first part of this is that The Steering Group has the go ahead from the
Parish Council to begin the Call for Sites, and to send out the DRAFT Vi-
sion statement and questionnaire to Parish Residents (scan the blue QR
code to access). You should also receive a copy of the questionnaire with
this newsletter. If not, please contact our Clerk for a copy.

Tel: 07940391150 clerk@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk

Please could
you complete
it and return it
to the Clerk?
The question-
naire relates
to the Parish
and how you
envisage it
should be over
the next few
years and
more

An NDP should mean that our Parish is able to influence where housing,
and other development, should be built, as well as house sizes and types,
design and materials, so we need your inputs on what you want. The pur-
pose is NOT to prevent houses being built but to influence where and how
they are built.

Read more about the process on Herefordshire Council’s web site:
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-building-control/neighbourhood-planning

10 APRIL 2022

11



No Mow May—
Coming to a churchyard

near you

As May approaches, keep your
eyes open for increasing numbers
of wildflowers and insects, as
people’s conservation efforts
begin to impact on our local envi-
ronment.

This includes St Peter’s Church
Dormington, which is having an-
other no-mow May, with mown
paths. These are some of the in-
sects and plants we found here
last May, all of which support
some very rare mammals, includ-
ing the Lesser Horseshoe Bat. Old

churches and churchyards support a surprising amount of

wildlife.
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Now that Covid has “normalised” and the warmer weather is here, do let your
Parish Councillors know if you are still interested in volunteering in your village (if
it meets the “over-speeding” criteria). Unfortunately, for those of you who had
already submitted application forms, these are only held by the Police for a short
period of time due to data legislation, so if you still interested please could you let
our clerk know? clerk@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk
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EXCERPT FROM 2009 - our first PC newsletter
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Speeding in the villages

Speeding is become an increasing problem in our rural villages as you can see from
the data below. If you would like to participate in a Community Speed Watch,
there are details elsewhere in the newsletter. | hadn't appreciated how little jour-
ney time is saved—but how much fuel and air pollution is reduced by going more
slowly.
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Mordiford Parish Councillor Rob Cannings was recently interviewed by the Property
Drop— www.thepropertydrop.co.uk/latest-drop—Here’s the interview in full

16

APRIL 2022

17



A bit of Dormington History

Bridget Wood—a Dormington resident of many years reflects on things past

Dormington is an old settlement, the origins of the church are uncertain but
the font is Norman and the door knocker is Romanesque. Over the centu-
ries the population hovered around 100, farmers, labourers and associated
craftsmen. Ledbury is 9 miles away, a day’s journey with a horse and cart,
and Hereford is 5 miles to the west.

When we arrived in the village 50 years ago there were 4 working farms,
most villagers worked on these or had connections to these farms and
many of the smaller houses owned by absentee landlords who very rarely
visit.
In the late Twentieth century changes happened. A new estate was built on
a derelict hop farm. The sudden arrival of 23 new houses and occupants
doubled the population and parishioners worked hard to help to welcome
and integrate these incomers, largely very
successfully.

The area was formerly dominated by hop
fields and hop picking and packing, and
surrounded by cider apple trees, In Sep-
tember the field opposite the church was a
lively, rowdy camp of pickers from the
Welsh valleys. The church, normally open
all the time was locked during hop-picking.
And then the hop picking was followed by
apple and potato picking. Machinery was
introduced for both these tasks and per-
formed quickly and efficiently but far less
colourfully.

The tied cottages are now owner-occupied
and extended and very few residents of Dormington work on the village.
Very recently, Covid has forced, or enabled people to work from home -
time will tell if this is a permanent change.

For a small rural settlement (still too small to call a village) Dormington has
a good bus service, though it has just been reduced from hourly to two
hourly which is a pity.
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Spring Term at Mordiford C of E Primary School

This term we are excited that we have been able to invite parents back into school
for celebration events and assemblies. At last, children have been able to benefit
from a full range of enrichment activities: our Year 6 children have been challeng-
ing themselves on their 4 day residential trip in Wales, Year 4 & 5 performing at the
Courtyard Theatre (Year 5 acting Romeo and Juliet, Year 4 sharing a dance they
created themselves) with other classes taking advantage of the chance to enjoy
school visits to Roman Caerleon, Warwick Castle, the Waterworks Museum and the
Cathedral in Hereford. These activities promote the ‘growth mindset’ giving rich
experiential learning and creating significant memories for the children. School life
is at last beginning to feel more ‘normal’ again after covid restrictions.

Our Eco club have been busy planting bulbs, shrubs and trees and we are now en-
joying seeing the early signs of Spring appearing in the school grounds. Outdoor
learning is really important to us here : as well as exploring the environment, we
have been using willow for basket weaving, making jewellery from wood, making
bug hotels and bird feeders and our youngest children are experimenting with
pipes to move water from one place to another, thankfully our parents are very
understanding when uniforms get a bit muddy!

Thinking beyond the school grounds, our Key Stage 2 children will be leading our
Easter Service worship in Holy Rood Church at next week. Our children have shown
real compassion in their response to world news: they have recently initiated,
planned and organised a fund-raising day for the people of Ukraine who are always
in our prayers.

We look forward to celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee in the summer term and are
working with our PTA

and local groups to

see how we can

make sure the event

is celebrated in style.

It is safe to say that
life at Mordiford C of
E Primary School is
full, fast-moving and
fun!

Warm wishes for a
sunny Spring and a
very Happy Easter.

Sue Warmington
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EVENTS

r

The man and the woman in the

Moon

Dormington — Every Tuesday 12.30 — St Peter’s  Bread and Soup, hot drinks and chat i .
& v v P The Moon at Mordiford started life as a farmhouse
Checkley, St Nicholas Mission Church, date TBC ~ Queens Green Canopy Tree planting over 400 years ago. It has been a Public House for
many, many years, and in 2010 Alan and Karen took
Dormington St Peter’s Church, date TBC Queens Green Canopy Tree planting . . .
it on an have continued to make a success of it.

Mordiford Holy Rood Church, date TBC Queens Green Canopy Tree planting

We would like to thank Alan and Karen for all of

Mordiford Green, 2nd May at noon Opening of the Mordiford Dragon Trail

their help with the Dragon Project and for hosting

Mordiford School, 26th May at 7pm

Checkley, 3™ June—time tbc

Swardon Quarry, 2nd June - fete at 5.30 pm

Annual Parishes’ meeting
Jubilee community picnic

Jubilee Beacon 9.45 pm

Litter picks held in Dormington and

Mordiford

Great to see communities coming to-

gether to remove unsightly litter.

Dormington managed six well-filled

sacks this year! If you see litter, please

pick it up if its safe to do so—Be a

Litter Hero! ww.keepbritaintidy.org/

get-involved/volunteer/litter-heroes

Please contact us—your councillors

Mel Preedy—Sufton
Derek Hughes—Sufton
Marcus Billig—Sufton
Euan Grant—Dormington
Rob Cannings—Mordiford
Julia Cotton— Dormington
Mike Jones—Checkley

Clare Preece—Parish Clerk
07940391150

melpreedy@hotmail.co.uk

derek@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk

marcusbillig@hotmail.com

euan@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk

rob@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk
julia@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk

checkleycouncillor@gmail.com

clerk@dormingtonmordifordgroup-pc.gov.uk
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the BBQ on our Grand Opening.

CHECKLEY CHURCH UPDATE

An update on where we are in planning the Re-
development of St Nicolas Church Checkley. Fol-
lowing the open village meeting held on the
22nd September 2021 the small Development
group have met four times and agreed a way
forward. The Diocesan Grants Officer has assist-
ed us to prepare the ‘Architects Brief’ and this
was sent out and we hope to appoint the archi-
tect for this project once funds are available. The
Quantity surveyor will be updating the cost so
we can formally apply for grants after the Easter
Holidays. It is anticipated we will again look at
the possibility of providing some car parking fa-
cilities for the new development. An updated
guestionnaire has been prepared for the com-
munity and will be available at the ‘Egg Rolling
Event’ on the 17th April. This will ask for specific
possible uses for the redeveloped church as a
community asset. If any one would like to have
further details please contact Mike Jones or
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Grand Opening of Mordiford Dragon Trail

At last, the waiting is over and we can reveal the fabulous new addition to our
walks, health and enjoyment, with the story of Maud, a Dragon, and a wicked per-
son, who turned into a hero all of which takes place around beautiful Mordiford.

Join us on Mordiford Green, for the grand opening of
the Mordiford Dragon Trail, Noon on May 2nd 2022

We have so many things to share and celebrate—meet the Wicked Dragon, meet
Maud and her friends, all immortalised as statues by a local woodcarver.

Walk or park at the Moon and the School

With many thanks to the Lottery Heritage
Fund, the Herefordshire Community Founda-
tion, the AONB, and the Dormington and
Mordiford Group Parish Council for their
support in this three year project
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The Story of the Dragon

One bright autumn morning in a field in Mordiford, a tiny green dragon egg hatched.
With emerald scales, that glistened golden in the warm sunlight, it began to emerge.
With deep golden eyes it blinked in the daylight. Tasting the air with its forked
tongue it began to search for food. No bigger than a house cat, the fledging dragon
hunted insects for food and curled it’s spiked tail around itself underneath a hedge
for warmth at night. It was all alone.

A young girl named Maude, was out picking berries when she heard what sounded
like a cat’s meow. She stumbled across the dragon! Fearlessly, Maude scooped up
the wide-eyed dragon, who gratefully cuddled into her arms. Maude gave it milk,
and fish from the river Lugg, and they played hide and seek together.

As the dragon grew, so did Maude’s love for her friend. During the days, it would
play in the woods, and drink and splash in local rivers. As it got bigger, so did it’s
appetite. It’s claws and teeth had grown and it started to hunt local chickens and
sheep. The villagers began to notice...

One day in the family dining room, the dragon hiccupped and to everyone’s surprise
let out a jet of fire! Maude was astonished. After the smoke cleared, a scorched ta-
ble with glowing embers was all that remained. Maude’s father ordered the dragon
live outside. Maude set up a nest in the woods for her friend that was now as big as
a large dog.

Without Maude’s help to find it food, the dragon began to eat the villagers’ cattle
and sheep. The villagers were not happy and one night at a meeting they decided
they wanted the dragon gone. Maude, cuddling her father, was in tears. . .

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? - Walk the trail to find out!

PUBLIC NOTICE

SECTION 14(1) ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

U72207, CHAPEL LANE, DORMINGTON , HEREFORDSHIRE
TEMPORARY CLOSURE ORDER 2022

NOTICE is hereby given that Herefordshire Council intend, under the provisions of Section
14(1) Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), to temporarily prohibit the use by
vehicles on the road mentioned below

The U72207, Chapel Lane, Dormington, from the junction with the C1292 to Priors Frome
Chapel. Grid Ref : 357523/239292

Please note—this work is planned for the 25th April, and should last one day., but could last longer
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